Imaging diagnosis of obstructive jaundice.
In the past, before the development of biochemical tests for serum enzymes, differentiation between obstructive (surgical) and parenchymal (medical) jaundice was difficult. It was based mainly on patient history, physical examination and the experience of the physician, and the definitive diagnosis depended on surgical exploration. Even with known serum aminotransferase and alkaline phosphatase levels, a distinction between the two types of jaundice was not always certain. Then came the era of new imaging techniques. With the development of direct cholangiography followed by x-ray CT and real-time ultrasonography (US), differential diagnosis of surgical and medical jaundice is no longer a problem. In the clinical setting, the current issue is how quickly and how less invasively the diagnosis could be made. In this chapter, current imaging diagnosis in patients with obstructive jaundice will be discussed, along with its differentiation from medical jaundice.